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Dennis Dworkin, professor and chair, 
Department of History at the University of Nevada, 
Reno, has a doctorate in modern history from the 
University of Chicago. A historian of Britain and Ireland 
with a speciality in cultural theory, he also teaches 
courses in European, Italian and Jewish history. 

Mitka Kalinski was a very young Jewish child 
in Eastern Europe when WWII began in 1939. After 
several concentration camps, he ended up as a 
household slave on the farm of a German officer 
who kept him there until 1949, when Mitka was 
liberated. His unique story of survival is a testament 
to the human spirit.

Jordan Roper is the Idaho Falls-based 
composer of My Name is Mitka, music for the violin 
that honors Holocaust survivor Mitka Kalinski.

Van Vinikow moved to Reno in 1976 upon 
graduation from University of Oregon with a 
bachelor’s degree in music. He will perform   
My Name is Mitka. 

Despite the hope of “Never Again,” ignorance about the 
Holocaust abounds and Antisemitism is on the rise. This 
year’s Day of Remembrance program will honor the past  
and explore the current threats to our nation and the world.
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